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The New York Times

December 9, 1991, Monday, Late Edition - Final

Japan's Socialists Reproach Rulers for Refusal to
Apologize for War

BYLINE: By STEVEN R. WEISMAN, Special to The New York Times
SECTION: Section A; Page 7; Column 1; Foreign Desk
LENGTH: 903 words

DATELINE: TOKYO, Dec. 8

In a rebuke to the Government of Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, the Socialist
opposition in Japan said today that the nation had "turned its back on the historical

truth" by refusing to "sincerely apologize" for its aggressive behavior in World War 1II.

"Words of apology, however genuine they may be, cannot erase the past curses of the

victims," said Makoto Tanabe, the Socialist Party chairman, in a speech intended as a

rebuttal to recent Government statements. "But failure to apologize will erase the

bright future courses of the former aggressor."

Mr. Tanabe's comments were the most sweeping denunciation in Japan of the
statements by Prime Minister Miyazawa, Foreign Minister Michioc Watanabe and others

this last week expressing general sorrow and regret over suffering in the war but
falling short of an outright apology.

The Socialist leader said his speech was addressed not only to American victims at
Pearl Harbor and in the war generally, but to Asian prisoners and victims, millions of
Chinese and Korean forced laborers, and the many Korean and Chinese women

drafted as prostitutes,

Filling a Void

He called on Tokyo to pay reparations to individuals in Asian countries, a step again

rejected by Prime Minister Miyazawa in Parliament last week on the ground that
compensation had already been paid to governments directly,

Mr. Tanabe's statement was also aimed at filling what Socialists said was a void left by
the failure in Parliament of a proposed resolution expressing regret over the war on
the eve of the 50th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. The resolution's failure
was a major setback for leaders of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party.

The resolution, intended to be unanimous, died because no agreement was reached
over its wording. Socialists wanted something strong, but conservatives in the
governing party opposed any expression of regret, especially after President Bush
rejected the idea of apologizing for the atomic bomb attacks on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki at the end of the war.
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The issue of apology is a continuing one in Japan, not because of anything demanded

by the United States, but because many leaders of Asian nations that were victims of
Japanese aggression say Japan has failed to apologize or take adequate responsibility

for its wartime actions.

Diluted Regrets

Repeated expressions of regret by recent prime ministers or the Emperor of Japan
have been rejected as weak in China, South Korea, Singapore and elsewhere,
especially since Japan continues to delete references to atrocities or aggressive acts in
textbooks and in popular books and movies.

Last summer, the Mayar of Honolulu said Japan was welcome at Pearl Harbor
ceremonies if it first apologized, but a Government spokesman rejected the idea. He
added that Japan and the United States both bore responsibility for the war and that it
would take decades or centuries to decide who was primarily responsible.

In the last week, officials have said that Japan was engaged in "deep reflection" over
the "unbearable suffering" caused by the war and that it vowed never again to repeat
its past aggression. This was repeated today by Mr. Watanabe, the Foreign Minister,
after President Bush's speech in Honolulu on Saturday.

On Friday night, Prime Minister Miyazawa told a small group of reporters gathered at
his house that the Japanese accepted "deep feelings of responsibility" for the War
using the word "sekinin" for responsibility.

But officials have made clear that these comments were not intended as apologies.
And in a sign of the lingering sensitivity over the war, there has been some confusion
about what was meant by all the statements.

The words used by Mr., Watanabe today and earlier in an interview with The
Washington Post, for example, were "fukaku hansei," which the Foreign Ministry
translated as "deep remorse." Most Japanese understand this to be more like "deep
reflection,” however, a somewhat mild form of regret.

Former Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu used the word "hansei," meaning "reflection,"
earlier this year in Singapore, but he was still criticized there and in China and South
Korea for using weak language.

Tailored to Fit the Listener

It is not uncommon for Japanese to take latitude in translating their own words,

sometimes tailoring the English to fit what the listener should hear. The same word,
"hansei," was translated as "contrition" by the Foreign Ministry earlier this year, and
as "remorse" today, in what an official said was an effort to make it sound stronger.

Foreign Ministry officials, speaking on the condition that they not be identified, said
that some in the ministry had argued for a stronger choice of words in Japanese by
Mr. Watanabe, but that opposition from conservatives in the ruling party dictated that
a less strong word be used.

But the Foreign Ministry is not the only group that has loosely translated words to fit
the listener. The Socialists have for a couple years been debating whether to change
their name to the less ideological "Social Democrats."

Failing to agree, they decreed that their name in English would be the Social
Democratic Party, but would remain the Socialist Party in Japanese. Some English-
language publications in Japan have followed suit, but most foreign news
organizations continue to refer to them by the translation of their Japanese name --
Socialists.
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The Toronto Star

December 11, 1991, Wednesday, FINAL EDITION

Japanese will probe wartime sex slavery

BYLINE: Reuter
SECTION: NEWS; Pg. A3
LENGTH: 291 words
DATELINE: TOKYO

TOKYQ (Reuter) - Japan will investigate claims that thousands of Korean women
were used as prostitutes for the Japanese army in World War II, the government said

today.

"The government must gather documents related to government involvement in order

to deal with this (issue)," Chief Cabinet Secretary Koichi Kato told a news conference.

Tokyo has long maintained that it does not have any evidence of the so-called
"comfort women's" activities and the investigation is seen as a bid to defuse any anti-
Japanése sentiment before Japanése Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa's visit to Seoul in

January.

An elderly woman earlier this month filed the first-ever lawsuit by a "comfort woman"

seeking damages from Japan. Kim Hak Jun, 67, said she was abducted from her home

in Pyongyang in 1941 and forced by the army to work as a prostitute in China.

Experts estimate that 100,000 to 200,000 women, 80 per cent Korean, were used as
slave prostitutes for Japanese soldiers.

No other modern army has ever kept a system of forced prostitution for its battlefront
soldiers. The system was born with the Japanese army in China in the 1930s, where
its soldiers. were indulging in wholesale rape of the local population.

The South Korean foreign ministry criticized Japanese diplomats yesterday over
Tokyo's position, the daily Asahi Shimbun reported.

The newspaper said a committee of the South Korean Parliament would listen to
testimony Friday from those involved in the operation, the first such hearings.

Tokyo had long maintained that wartime claims were settled once and for all by its
1965 normalization treaty with South Korea and that it could not provide individual
compensation.World; War; II; prostitution; Japan
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The Guardian (London)

December 12, 1991

Tokyo inquiry into prostitution claim

BYLINE: By REUTER in Tokyo
LENGTH: 287 words
JAPAN will investigate claims that thousands of Korean women were used as

prostitutes for the Japanese army in the second world war, the government has
announced.

Tokyo has long maintained it has no evidence of the activities of so-called 'comfort
women' and the investigation is seen as an attempt to defuse anti-Japanese sentiment
before the prime minister, Kiichi Mivazawa, visits Seoul in January.

An elderly woman earlier this month filed the first law suit by a 'comfort woman'

seeking damages from Japan. Kim Hak-jun, aged 67, said she was abducted from her
home in Pyongyang in 1941 and forced by the army to work as a prostitute in China.

The system was born in China in the 1930s, where Japanese soldiers were indulging in
“the wholesale rape of locals. Experts estimate that 100,000 to 200,000 women, 80 per
cent Korean, were used as slave prostitutes for Japanese soldiers.

The chief cabinet secretary, Koichi Kato, told a news conference yesterday that
because of an increase in public interest, the government had instructed the labour
ministry and others to investigate the problem thoroughly.

The South Korean foreign ministry criticised Japanese diplomats on Tuesday about
Tokyo's position, the daily Asahi Shimbun reported. It said that a committee of the
South Korean parliament would hear testimony tomorrow from those involved in the
operation, the first such hearings.

Tokyo has denied that the pre-war state was responsible for the women. Labour
ministry officials have said such people were kept by private companies.

" '"This is not just a legal problem, but the suffering and wounds from the past remain

and must also be taken into consideration,' Mr Kato said.

LOAD-DATE: June 9, 2000
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Copyright 1991 Guardian Newspapers Limited

19:23:41 12 R—%

w



https://www.nexis.com/search/hom... Nexis®: Document

W LexisNexis:  Atoutlodsteodsd  Privesy & Combles Teroe & Comtitions Ry (3

o . N - g i W (™ ey o ¥
g S8 s LandnMeeds, Aliglez reserved . RELX I rel

2016448158 19:23:41 202 R—



=TT
1991%12A812HF
B (HAEFICL D, BREBOFBRIZOWTOREHE)

HARBUFIL, [MFASOREALZENE 2IRKER, BEAEODOREREE LT
bz & DERICOVTHET D LB~z

BABIIRVE, Wb s [R%FE OFENZOWTOREMIZRN &V ) TiRE
MERFLCTE e, AR, BERE—EMHDO 1A Y UASHORNT, 2 LTHRARE
ZEROTNWEDRLWALD EH DD,

48 LA, Skt TRER) ORERES BARICRD 3D TOHFRREERFL
o &FIE (6 78 13, 194 1ECFEHOBEILRKIh, BlZX-oTHET
BEFROONE EESTND,

(& )

201644 A 27 H

PEDOBYRRRLE LT,

ST A HEE OB RREZR
% F—

& N

N s



https://www.nexis.com/search/hom...  Nexis®: Document

LexisNexis Services = Project: None My Settings Contact Us Help Sign Out

&N

__English (US) » My Documents il (1)

i Jiu \\R

2016%F4A 150

Power Search > Results: (japanese army forced ai... > lapangse armiy forced g!.'rlsi Iﬂ}?‘l Fosclaimer

~N 3

The Independent (London)

December 15, 1991, Sunday

Japanese army forced girls into sex slavery

BYLINE: From TERRY MCCARTHY in Tokyo
SECTION: FOREIGN NEWS PAGE; Page 17

LENGTH: 785 words

KIM HAK SUN was just 16 when she was first raped by a Japanese soldier in 1939.

She was a virgin, unmarried, and scared. But she had no way out because, along with

tens of thousands of other Korean women, she had been kidnapped by the Japanese

army from her home in Korea and transported to the war front as sexual fodder for

Japanese soldiers. It has taken her half a century to tell her story in public.

In one of the most horrifying, but least known stories of Japan's war in Asia, as many
as 160,000 Korean women were abducted and forced into prostitution for Japan's
Imperial army. Only now is the story coming out, as some have finally summoned the
caurage to talk openly about their experiences. Last week three of these women -
known to the Japanese army as ""comfort women" - came to Japan to file a suit
against the government for compensation. The Japanese government maintains there
is no evidence of official involvement.

Ms Kim lived in a town in northern Korea - the Korean peninsula was then a Japanese
colony - when she was abducted. '"The Japanese came along in a truck, beat us and
then dragged us into the back," she said in Osaka last week. She was taken to China,
where she was thrown into a brothel attached to a military camp.

"I was raped that first day, and it never stopped for a single day for the next three
months," said Ms Kim. Often she had to submit to 20 or 30 men daily. She tried to
escape twice, only to be caught both times, brutally beaten, and then the Japanese
scldiers came back for more.

Finally Ms Kim met a Korean man who helped her to escape, and later became her
husband. But Ms Kim could never get aver her experiences. "I feel sick when I am
close to a man. Not just Japanese men but all men, even my own husband, who saved
me from the brothel, made me feel this way,"" she said.

Ms Kim never had any children, and her husband died recently. She said that she no
longer had any close family, and so she was less ashamed to tell her story. The other
two women who accompanied Ms Kim to Japan asked that their names and
photographs not be used.

The three women, along with 32 other Koreans, filed a 700 million yen (pounds 3m)

suit against the Japanese government last week claiming compensation for their

wartime sufferings. The Japanese government has not paid any individual

compensation to Koreans for wartime atrocities, and maintains that all such claims
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were nullified by a government-to-government economic co-operation agreement with
Seoul in 1965.

The Japanese government's refusal to accept responsibility makes Ms Kim furious.
"I'm sure Japanese people in their seventies and eighties know about comfort women.
Why do they pretend they know nothing?"

According to Mizuho Fukushima, the Japanese woman lawyer who is representing the
three former comfort women, the difficulties in getting their stories were immense.
"What we are talking about is gang rape, extended over months or years," said the
lawyer.

"In a way, these women were killed once by the Japanese military, and now coming
out with their evidence they will die again," said Ms Fukushima.

"The amount of courage required for these women to speak up is so vast it doesn't
compare with that shown by Korean men who come out as former Imperial Army
personnel," said Kenichi Takagi, another Japanese lawyer involved in the suit against
the government.

Mr Takagi and Ms Fukushima are two of a growing number of Japanese people who
feel their government should do more to atone for Japanese war atrocities. "The
Japanese military behaved like beasts in Asia," said Mr Takagi. "There are army
records citing the necessity of allocating one woman for 35 or 39 soldiers. These
women were treated like animals and not counted as human beings."

Last Tuesday the Foreign Ministry in Seoul made an official request to the Japanese
government for a list of the names of all Korean women forced to become comfort
women during the war,

The response from the Japanese government was slightly more flexible than in the
past, possibly because the Japanese Prime Minister is to make a trip to Seoul next
year. "We must not only respond to this legalistically on the basis of a treaty but also
take into consideration the suffering and scars that were inflicted," said Koichi Kato,
the chief Cabinet Secretary, on Wednesday.

But Ms Fukushima says the government must go much further, not just to atone for
what was done to Korean women, but also to highlight that Japan's sex industry
continues to exploit Asian women. "The Japanese are using the same tactic today in
south-east Asia, telling women they can find safe jobs as maids, babysitters or plain
hostesses."
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The Daily Yomiuri

December 7, 1991, Sunday

Korean 'Comfort Women' File Suit

SECTION: Pg. 2
LENGTH: 398 words

A group of 35 South Koreans, including three women forced into prostitution as

"comfort women" for the Japanese Imperial Army during World War II, filed suit

against the Japanese government Friday, demanding 700 million yen in compensation,

The suit was filed at the Tokyo District Court by 35 members of the Association of
Korean Victims During World War II, including chairman Kim Tae Chong, 54. For the
first time, the plaintiffs include three former comfort women for the Japanese army.
Korean women who were forced into prostitution as "comfort women" have never
before gone public, preferring to maintain their privacy. Each are asking for 20 million
yen in compensation.

According to the suit, one woman, new 67, was assigned to work for the Japanese

when she was 16 years old. She was taken to northern China on an army train, not

knowing she was going to be forced into prostitution as a "comfort woman" for the

Japanese army. She was given a Japanese name, "Aiko," and was forced to have

sexual intercourse with Japanese soldiers.

Another woman, now 69, was taken to Shanghai. When she refused to have sex with
Japanese soldiers, she was beaten. Because of the assault, she has been unable to
have children.

Another woman, now also 69, was taken to Rabaul, Papua New Guinea. She said the
Japanese government's response to a Diet inquiry that “comfort women" were
recruited by civilian brokers was a lie.

Some who worked as military employees or soldiers were injured by bombs, losing
their arms or their vision.

"If the government says the issue of compensation is over between the Japanese and
Korean governments, we will argue that compensation toward individuals is different,"
said Kenichi Takagi, who heads the lawyers' group.

Other recent compensation suits against the government include:

South and North Koreans who were stranded in Sakhalin after being taken there by
the Japanese army filed suit at the Tokyo District Court in August 1990.

Koreans who were brought to Japan to work as employees of the Japanese army filed
a suit against the government in January this year at the.Osaka District Court,
demanding to be included under a war wound compensation law.

South and North Koreans alleged to have been Class B war criminals filed a suit at the

Tokyo District Court in November this year, stating that they had been wrongly v
accused.
19:30:23 12 R—2
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The Nikkei Weekly (Japan) /

December 14, 1991

KOREAN 'COMFORT WOMEN' FILE SUIT AGAINST
JAPAN

BYLINE: The Nihon Keizai Shimbun

SECTION: POLITICS & SOCIETY; In Brief; Pg. 2

LENGTH: 139 words

A South Korean group that includes women allegedly forced to engage in sex with
Japanese soldiers during World War II has filed suit against the Japanese government,

requesting a total of Y700 million in compensation.

The group was formed by 35 South Koreans, including three former "comfort women,"

the euphemism used by the Imperial Japanese Army for women forced to serve as
prostitutes for Japanese soldiers.

It also includes South Koreans who were coerced into working for the Japanese
military without payment, as well as family members of such workers who are now
deceased.

The plaintiffs are demanding Y20 miillion for each war victim as compensation for
violation of their human rights.

The suit was filed late last week to mark the 50th anniversary of Japan's attack on
Pear| Harbor, said a group spokesman.
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